Planning the Use of Assistive Technology in Extra Care Housing
	Purpose of Tool

The following table reprinted from ‘Mainstreaming the Caring Home’, Alan Kell and Peter Colebrook in Future @ Home, edited by Jeremy Porteus CSIP February 2005, offers some useful guidance as to how assistive technology may be used in planning extra care housing.


	Item
	Essential
	Desirable
	

	Property-based sensors
	Smoke

Gas

Flood

Burglar alarm
	Electronic shutoff valves for water and gas
	All Units

	Smart Home
	Strategic location of powers points.  Internet points and telephone sockets.
	One or two fully equipped units provided up-front for identified clients
	

	Internet
	Narrowband choice of internet service provider
	Broadband
	

	Care
	Supporting structure for hoists
	
	

	Telephone
	External supplier choice for residents
	Free internal call system resident to resident
	Multiple Units

	CCTV
	Cross site installation linked to monitoring facility or web cams in strategic locations
	
	

	Access
	Keyless lock to communal doors
	Extend to all doors
	

	Television
	Develop own infrastructure

Terrestrial and cable or satellite

Terrestrial to be at no extra cost to residents
	A scheme intranet
	

	Fire System
	Addressable system in main buildings to assist in fast identification of site of fire
	Extend to all properties
	

	Billing for services
	Menu of services and charges, cashless system, as much as practicable
	Access to bill data
	

	Building management
	Heating, lighting, lifts, ventilation
	Receive fault alarms

Remotely interrogate devices

Remotely rectify faults
	

	Emergency alarm
	Radio sensors 

Resident cancelling facility 

Local management and remote site backup
	Facility to alert relatives in parallel
	Extra Care

	Personal sensors
	Movement detection

Fall monitors

Bed sensors
	Tele-medicine facilities
	

	Environmental controls in dwellings
	
	Building management package for lighting, music, heating etc (perhaps an option for sale properties)
	Option
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