
Circulation: Generic

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Building Elements

1 Doors to rooms off the travel routes have a matt finish

2 Doors to rooms off the travel routes are decorated in colours that contrast with the surrounding walls

3 All doors on travel routes have flush thresholds

Environmental Design

4 Handrails are provided along travel routes

5 Handrails do not have protruding ends that can catch on clothing or handbags

6 Handrails along travel routes have circular or rounded edges

7 Handrails are smooth to touch

8 Handrails are in a contrasting colour to the walls

Environmental Design

9 Circulation spaces have radiators or underfloor heating

10 Radiators or underfloor heating have low surface temperature



General circulation

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 It is possible to reach the refuse store from all living units without crossing lounges or dining areas

2 It is possible to reach the laundry from all living units without crossing lounges or dining areas

3 The assisted bathroom is accessed via private rather than communal thoroughfares

4 No living units are accessed via double-banked corridors [Glossary 1.08]

5 There is a security barrier between the public area and the lifts

6 There is a security barrier between the public area and the living units

7 Different colour schemes are used to distinguish separate zones

8 Different materials or textures are used to distinguish separate zones

9 There is clear delineation of public, community and private space within the scheme

10 Public areas are more brightly lit with natural light than private areas [Glossary 1.09]

11 Public areas are indicated by their larger scale and higher ceilings [Glossary 1.10]

Services and Systems

12 Audible alarms are supplemented with flashing beacons



Main entrance

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 The main entrance is visible from the site entrance

2 The main entrance is accessible from the car park

3 The main entrance forecourt can be accessed by emergency vehicles and taxis

4 The main entrance drop off bay is long enough to allow ‘tail loading’

5 The main entrance is protected from the weather

6 The main entrance and outside walk can be directly observed from the manager’s office

7 There is outside seating in front of the building

8 The outside seating provides a view of pedestrians and other activities

9 The building can be entered without having to use any stairs

10 Access to the main entrance is level or gently ramped (gradient less than 1:20)

11 The distance between the opening edge of the external door and any adjacent wall is more than 300mm (unless door opens 
automatically or is power-assisted)

Building Elements

12 The main entrance doors are glazed with distinct markings to prevent people from walking into glass

13 The main glazed entrance doors are distinct from other glazing

14 The main entrance is distinct from the surrounding walls

15 The external doors to the building open with minimum pressure, or open automatically or are power-assisted

16 The external doors to the building swing close by themselves

17 The external door closers incorporate a delay and a final damping

18 The external entrance threshold is flush with the general floor level        

19 The doorway is designed to minimise draughts

20 The external doors to the building have a clear opening more than 1000mm wide

Fittings - Signage

21 There are written instructions outside the building explaining how to access the building

22 There are tactile instructions outside the building explaining how to access the building

Environmental Design

23 The main entrance doors have localised lighting



24 The main entrance is illuminated at night

25 The main entrance electric light illuminance is more than 300 lux

Services and Systems

26 The main entrance is surveyed by CCTV

27 The main entrance has an entry phone system [Glossary 5.02]

28 The entry phone system allows visual verification [Glossary 5.03]

29 The entry phone system can be reached by people in wheelchairs

30 The entrance has a communication system with the residents’ flats

31 The main entrance door system is accessible to people with hearing impairments [Glossary 5.04]

32 The main entrance door system is accessible to people with speech impairments [Glossary 5.05]

33 Residents can remotely unlock the main entrance door from their flat

34 The entrance has a communication system with the manager’s office

35 The main entrance door can be unlocked from the manager’s office/reception

36 The main entrance door system uses a fob



Foyer

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 There is space inside the entrance for a wheelchair turning circle more than 1500mm in diameter

2 There is an informal seating inside the foyer

3 Wheelchairs can be integrated into the informal seating area in the foyer

4 The travel route from the main entrance to the reception point is clear of obstructions

5 The foyer is close to the main lift

6 The foyer is close to the main staircase

7 The foyer gives direct access to the communal dining room [Glossary 1.11]

8 The foyer gives direct access to the communal lounge [Glossary 1.12]

9 The lift and staircase are visible from the reception desk

10 The main entrance and outside walk are visible from the informal seating areas in the foyer

11 The reception point is visible from the main entrance

12 The reception point is not immediately adjacent to the main entrance

Fittings - Signage

13 The reception point is clearly signposted

14 The travel route from the main entrance to the reception point is clearly signposted

15 The lift and staircase are signposted from the reception desk

16 Signs are fixed more than 1.4m and less than 1.6m from finished floor level

17 Lettering on signs has contrasting colour and tone from its background

Fittings - Handrails

18 Handrails are provided along travel routes        

19 Handrails do not have protruding ends that can catch on clothing or handbags

20 Handrails along travel routes have circular or rounded edges

21 Handrails are smooth to touch

22 Handrails are in a contrasting colour to the walls

Fittings - Reception Desk

23 There is a reception desk



24 The reception desk is wheelchair accessible

25 The reception desk is wide enough to allow people to write/sign documents

26 The reception desk is fitted with an induction loop system

27 The reception desk is fitted with a speech enhancement system

Fittings - General

28 The main entrance is furnished with a recessed, flush-to-floor cleaning mat

29 The foyer has a notice board

Environmental Design

30 The foyer has natural light

31 The foyer receives sunlight in the morning or in the afternoon

32 The foyer receives sunlight in the morning and afternoon

33 There are shading devices for S, E, W facing windows

34 The shading devices can be operated by people using the foyer

35 The artificial light is well distributed with no areas of deep shadow

36 The foyer light fittings conceal the light sources from view

37 The foyer is illuminated at night

38 The foyer electric light  illuminance is more than 200 lux

39 The reception desk has localised lighting

40 The notice board has localised lighting

41 The foyer has a radiator(s) or underfloor heating

42 The radiator or underfloor heating have low surface temperature

43 The foyer has no wall-mounted electric heaters

44 The foyer background temperature is 21 deg C

Services and Systems

45 The foyer has a smoke detector

Finishes

46 The foyer is decorated in a light colour with a matt finish

47 The floor finishes around the main entrance are slip resistant

48 Deep pile carpets are avoided in the main entrance and foyer



Internal

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 The corridors are wide enough to accommodate two wheelchairs side by side (more than 1800mm)

2 Splayed or radius corners are provided at corridor junctions [Glossary 1.13]

3 Doors that open onto corridors are recessed

4 There are resting areas at less than 30m intervals along the travel routes

5 Electric scooter parks are available adjacent to individual living units (bay length more than 2400mm, bay width more than 
1200mm)

6 A corridor width more than 1800mm is maintained adjacent to the electric scooter parks

7 The travel route from the communal facilities to the living units is level [Glossary 1.14]

Building Elements

8 Doors to rooms off the travel routes have a matt finish

9 Doors to rooms off the travel routes are decorated in colours that contrast with the surrounding walls

10 All doors on travel routes have flush thresholds

11 Fire doors along travel routes have automatic hold open closers or have power-assisted opening

12 All fire exits on the ground floor have level access

13 Fire extinguishers, radiators etc. are recessed and do not protrude into corridors

Fittings - Handrails

14 Handrails are provided along travel routes

15 Handrails do not have protruding ends that can catch clothing or handbags

16 Handrails along travel routes have circular or rounded edges

17 Handrails along travel routes are smooth to touch        

18 Handrails are in a contrasting colour to the walls

Fittings - General

19 There are distinctive internal landmarks at less than 30m along the travel routes [Glossary 3.03]

20 Significant points along the travel route(s) are highlighted [Glossary 3.04]

Environmental Design

21 Corridors are illuminated with natural light

22 S, E, W facing windows are free from obstruction to direct sunlight



23 There are external reference views visible from the circulation space [Glossary 4.20]

24 The travel routes have views of outside or internal courtyard(s)

25 The travel routes windows provide a view of the open sky

26 The travel route windows overlook outdoor spaces where there is human activity

27 The view from the travel route windows consists of near and distant features of interest

28 The view from the travel route windows consists of natural features (e.g. trees, water)

29 The view from the travel route windows is free from obstructions, e.g. a blank wall

30 Blinds are fitted on windows at the end of corridors

31 The artificial light in the travel routes is well distributed with no areas of deep shadows

32 The electric light illuminance is more than 200 lux

33 The illuminance for daylighting measured at floor level in the darkest part of the circulation space is more than 10% of the 
electrical light illuminance

34 Internal circulation spaces have radiators or underfloor heating

35 Radiators or underfloor heating have low surface temperature

36 The internal circulation space background temperature is 21 deg C

Environmental Design - Seating Areas

37 There are communal seating areas in circulation spaces [Glossary 3.05]

38 Seating area 1 has window(s) with a view of the open sky

39 Seating area 1 has window(s) that overlook outdoor spaces where there is human activity

40 Seating area 1 has window(s) with a view of near and distant features of interest

41 Seating area 1 has window(s) with a view of natural features

42 Seating area 1 has a daylight factor more than 2

43 Seating area 2 has window(s) with a view of the open sky

44 Seating area 2 has window(s) that overlook outdoor spaces where there is human activity

45 Seating area 2 has window(s) with a view of near and distant features of interest

46 Seating area 2 has window(s) with a view of natural features

47 Seating area 2 has a daylight factor more than 2

48 Seating area 3 has window(s) with a view of the open sky

49 Seating area 3 has window(s) that overlook outdoor spaces where there is human activity

50 Seating area 3 has window(s) with a view of near and distant features of interest

51 Seating area 3 has window(s) with a view of natural features

52 Seating area 3 has a daylight factor more than 2



53 Seating area 4 has window(s) with a view of the open sky

54 Seating area 4 has window(s) that overlook outdoor spaces where there is human activity

55 Seating area 4 has window(s) with a view of near and distant features of interest

56 Seating area 4 has window(s) with a view of natural features

57 Seating area 4 has a daylight factor more than 2

Finishes

58 Shiny floor finishes are avoided along travel routes

59 Deep pile carpets are avoided on circulation routes



External covered

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 Travel routes are wide enough to accommodate two wheelchairs side by side (more than 1.8m)

2 Doors that open onto travel routes are recessed

3 There are resting areas at less than 30m intervals along the travel routes

4 Electric scooter parks are available adjacent to individual living units

5 A travel route width more than 1.8m is maintained adjacent to the electric scooter parks

6 The travel route from the communal facilities to the living units is level

Building Elements

7 Doors to rooms off the travel routes have a matt finish

8 Doors to rooms off the travel routes are decorated in colours that contrast with the surrounding walls

9 All doors on travel routes have flush thresholds

Fittings - Handrails

10 Handrails are provided along travel routes

11 Handrails do not have protruding endings that can catch clothing or handbags

12 Handrails along travel routes have circular or rounded edges

13 Handrails along travel routes are smooth to touch

14 Handrails are in a contrasting colour to the walls

Environmental Design

15 There is a view of the open from sky travel routes        

16 The travel route overlooks outdoor spaces where there is human activity

17 The travel routes offer views of near and distant features of interest

18 The view from the travel routes consists of natural features (e.g. trees, water)

19 The view from the travel routes is free from obstructions, e.g. a blank wall

20 The artificial light in the travel routes is well distributed with no areas of deep shadows

21 Electric light illuminance is more than 200 lux



External uncovered

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 Pedestrian access routes from living units to communal facilities are more than 1800mm wide

2 The travel route from the communal facilities to the living units is level

3 Significant points along the travel route(s) are highlighted

4 The main entrance to the communal facilities building can be seen from public thoroughfares

Fittings - Signage

6 The signposts to the main entrance can be seen from all approaches to the communal facilities building

Environmental Design

7 Connecting pedestrian access routes from living units to communal facilities are well lit without creating contrasting pools of light 
and darkness

8  Security lighting is provided along the approach to the communal facilities building

  9  Safety lighting indicates paths, ramps and steps 

Finishes

10 The paths from living units to communal facilities are made from firm and durable materials

11 The paths from living units to communal facilities have non-slip surfaces



Stairs

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Building Elements

1 The stairs have less than 12 closed risers in a flight

2 All stairs have a rise at least 150mm and less than170mm

3 The width of the stairs is more than 1200mm

4 The stairs are enclosed to prevent people walking underneath

Fittings – Handrails

5 Handrails are provided on all flights of stairs

6 Handrails do not have protruding ends that can catch clothing or handbags

7 Handrails along travel routes have circular or rounded edges

8 Handrails along travel routes are smooth to touch

9 Handrails are in a contrasting colour to the walls

10 All stairs have a balustrade

11 All stair balustrades are between 900mm and 1000mm in height

12 All landings in the scheme have a balustrade

13 All landing balustrades are between 900mm and 1100mm in height

Environmental Design

14 The stairs are illuminated with natural light

15 Blinds are fitted on windows at the top or bottom of stairs

16 Electric light illuminance is more than 100 lux on the stair tread

Services and Systems

17 The stair lights are fitted with automatic sensors

18 There is stair light switch on each landing        

19 Stair light switches are visible in the dark

Finishes

20 There is no glare from shiny floor finishes on the stairs

21 The colour of the steps contrasts with the adjacent walls

22 The walls around the stairs are decorated in a light colour with a matt finish



23 There are tactile warnings at the top and the bottom of the stairs

24 The stairs have contrasting nosings [Glossary 6.03]



Lift

No. ITEM yes no not in 
use n/a

Layout

1 There are at least two lifts

2 Lifts are provided in the ratio of at least 1 lift to 30 living units

3 The lifts are stretcher lifts (more than 2.1m internal length)

4 There are seats provided immediately adjacent to the lift(s)

5 Electric scooter parks are available adjacent to the lifts on the ground floor

6 There is an area more than 1.8m x 1.8m outside the lift to manoeuvre electric wheelchairs in addition to the normal corridor width

7 There is a service lift

Building Elements

8 The lift doors are more than 1m wide

9 The lift door opening time is long enough to allow wheelchairs to manoeuvre [Glossary 2.07]

10 There is a handrail inside the lift

Environmental Design

11 There is a good level of lighting inside the lift

12 The waiting area for the main lift has localised lighting

Services and Systems

13 The lift has an emergency communication system

14 The emergency communication system gives visual indication to confirm that calls have been received [Item N/A for walk-
through version of EVOLVE Tool]

15 The emergency communication system has an induction coupler for hearing aids  [Item N/A for walk-through version of 
EVOLVE Tool]

16 The lift call buttons are of contrasting colour and tone from their background

17 The lift call buttons have tactile reading systems [Glossary 5.06]        

18 The lift controls outside the lift are mounted more than 1150mm and less than 1350mm from finished floor level

19 The lift controls inside the lift are of contrasting colour and tone from their background

20 The lift controls inside the lift have tactile reading systems

21 The lift controls inside the lift are mounted more than 1150mm and less than 1350mm from finished floor level

22 There is a visible signal outside the lift indicating the location of the lift [Glossary 5.07]

23 There is an audible signal outside the lift indicating the location of the lift [Glossary 5.08]



24 There is a visible signal inside the lift indicating the location of the lift

25 There is an audible signal inside the lift indicating the location of the lift

Finishes

26 The walls and floor inside the lift have non-reflective finishes [Glossary 6.05]

27 The lift doors are distinguishable in colour and tone and from their surroundings

28 The lift interior has a slip resistant floor
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