
Creating 
Communities 
for Life 

Aligning Strategy, Policy, and Design for Resilient Neighbourhoods
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• Calm, appropriately scaled environments 

• Predictable, easy-to-navigate layouts

• Low thresholds & gentle transitions 

• Natural light and clear sightlines 

• Reduced sensory load (noise, glare, clutter) Warm, 

welcoming, non-institutional interiors 

• Access to outdoors and nature 

• Own front doors & personal space 

• Flexible spaces that adapt to individual needs 

• Options for quiet / low-stimulation areas 

• Inviting shared amenities that support connection
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Apartments

Independent Living: Six self-contained 

apartments designed for autonomy and 

comfort.

Dual Aspect Design: Maximises daylight and 

views, with private balconies or terraces.

Domestic Scale: ‘Clover leaf’ layout inspired 

by traditional streets for familiarity and 

identity.

Connection to Nature: Every apartment 

integrates outdoor access for wellbeing and 

calm.
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Horley, Surrey



Townhouse
Family-Style Living: Two shared houses with five en-suite 

bedrooms each, fostering a homely atmosphere. 

Shared Spaces: Generous kitchens and living rooms encourage 

social interaction and flexible care. 

Privacy & Support: Individual rooms for autonomy, combined 

with communal areas for connection.

Outdoor Access: Direct links to gardens and terraces for 

relaxation and activities.
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Accessible Apartment Flats

The block features six one-bedroom flats with private gardens or 

balconies, designed for accessibility and comfort.

Shared Townhouse Spaces

Townhouses include en-suite bedrooms and shared lounges, 

kitchens, and activity areas fostering community living.

Inclusive Architectural Features

Design incorporates generous circulation, intuitive layouts, pitched 

roofs, and warm materials for a welcoming atmosphere.

Supporting Independence

Every architectural detail is designed to gently and respectfully 

support independent living for residents.
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Birchlands, Egham, Surrey

• 48 adaptable, affordable homes for older residents. 

• Three-storey, three-wing layout arranged around a secure, 
landscaped garden. 

• Generous communal spaces and strong placemaking, 
creating a welcoming social heart. 

• Accessible, spacious apartments with private terraces or 

balconies and step-free movement. 

• Mature trees retained and extensive landscaped areas 
designed to support wellbeing and biodiversity.

•  Sustainability-led strategy targeting 440kg CO₂/m², 10% 
BNG, MMC suitability and on-site renewables.
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• Seamless indoor–outdoor living

• Landscaped gardens and walking paths Light-filled, naturally 

ventilated interiors 

• Community and private outdoor spaces 

• Activity areas for yoga, meditation, and massage 

• Community gardens and allotments for growing vegetables 

• Pergola and BBQ area 

• Buffer soft landscaping and well-designed public/private 

spaces
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• 33 sheltered housing sites 

• transforming multiple sheltered housing environments through a 

landscape-led, co-design approach to deliver meaningful impact

• Save dignified and therapeutic spaces 

• Shaped by the residents who experience them everyday 

City of Edinbourgh Council
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Emily Lodge, Woking, 
Surrey



14

Respite Care : Eight ensuite bedrooms, sensory room, living 
spaces and gardens.

Privacy and Connection: Bedrooms facing the quiet woodland 
and communal spaces the outdoors.

Sensory and Play Garden: outdoor spaces for community 
wellbeing and calm. 

Connection to outdoors: Central Courtyard and shared garden.

HOUSING LIN Shaping Our Community Futures  AtkinsRéalis – Creating Communities for Life

Emily Lodge, Woking, 
Surrey
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• Growing focus on inclusive, safe, vibrant later-life 

communities

• Inclusive, safe and vibrant later-life communities that 

prioritise belonging and purpose 

• Homes and neighbourhoods designed for every stage of 

ageing and individual needs 

• Strong links to the wider neighbourhood and flexible spaces 

for activities and interests

• Environments that promote independence, wellbeing, and 

everyday social interaction 

• Small, familiar clusters with intuitive layouts, clear sightlines 

and easy navigation 

• A balanced mix of private, semi-private and shared spaces 

— kitchens, lounges, gardens 

• Flexible spaces for activities, gatherings and personal 

interests 
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Cuddington, Epsom, Surrey
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• 93 affordable, self-contained apartments with generous 

communal facilities 

• Placemaking-led design creating welcoming shared spaces 

and clear arrival sequences 

• Access from Salisbury Road through landscaped gardens 

leading to the main foyer 

• Foyer designed as a pavilion opening onto the central 

courtyard, forming the social heart of the scheme
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• A vibrant community for over 55s. 

• 105 one-and two-bedroom extra care and a 45-bed residential 
care home.

• Alongside this, the Garde II listed Folk Hall was refurbished at 
the heart of the development. 

• Surrounding public realm comprise a MUGA, playground, public 
open space and sensory gardens. 

• The Folk Hall incorporated a post office and library and is now a 
thriving community hub, providing intergenerational activities.

• New Lodge delivers much-needed high quality later living 
options. 

Awards
Winner RIBA Yorkshire Regional Award, RIBA Awards 2023
Shortlisted for the Neave Brown Award, RIBA Awards 2023
Winner HAPPI Award, Housing Design Awards 2023
Winner Later Living/Supported Living Design of the Year - British 
Homes Awards 2023

New Lodge, New Earswick, 
York
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Thank You
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