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Home: The 
Foundation 
of our Lives

Kate Markey, CEO, Nationwide Foundation 
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Decent and Affordable Homes

At the Nationwide Foundation, our vision is 
simple: for everyone in the UK to have access to 
a decent home they can afford. 

We are taking a systemic approach to make the 
housing system work for all, while leaving a 
legacy that will benefit generations to come.

We’re an independent charity, funded by 
Nationwide Building Society. 
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• Importance of Vision

• Seeing the System + 
Outcomes

• Coalition of experts 

• Roadmap

Homes for All: A Vision for England’s 
Housing System
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25 outcomes to deliver:

• Better homes

• Effective housing market

• Better systems

• Better policy and policymaking

What do we 
want to achieve?



NBS Internal

NBS Internal

6

• High minimum standards - 
energy efficiency, security 

• Choice and access to 
genuinely affordable homes 
across all tenures

• People don't need to spend 
more than an agreed 
percentage of income on 
housing that meets their needs

Better homes
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• Enough homes to meet needs today and 
tomorrow

• Homes meet needs related to ageing and 
physical infirmity

• Communities play a key role in design and 
development

• Thriving high quality private rented sector 
that gives tenants security

• Home ownership is accessible to those 
who want to own a home

• Temporary accommodation is for 
emergency situations and rare

Effective housing 
market
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• Different parts of the system work 
together not against each other

• Homelessness is all but eradicated - 
rare, brief and non-recurring

• House prices and rents rise only in line 
with inflation

• Housing contributes to economic 
growth and complements health, social 
care, finance and social security

• Housing market structures do not 
create or amplify social divisions

Better systems
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• Thoughtful and thought through using 
evidence where available

• Reflects regional differences

• Land and planning restructured so 
easier to assemble land cheaply and 
timely, and provide infrastructure

• Focuses on creating successful places 
and sustainable communities as well as 
great homes

• Recognises interconnections with 
health, social care, finance, climate 
change - and works across departments

• Effective monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms built in

Better policy 
and policymaking
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• Agree a shared vision of what a well-
functioning housing system looks like 

• Commit to a long-term housing strategy 
to achieve the vision (20 - 30 years)

• Future-proof a long-term housing 
strategy by establishing a statutory 
Housing Strategy Committee to hold 
government(s) to account

Today: The Roadmap 
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Open Letter to Government 
Brian Berry, Federation of Master Builders
Lord Richard Best, House of Lords
Tom Chance, Community Land Trust Network
Matt Downie, Crisis
Dr Carole Easton, Centre for Ageing Better
Guli Francis-Dehqani, CoE lead bishop for housing
Shelagh Grant, The Housing Forum
Kate Henderson, National Housing Federation
Fiona Howie, Town and Country Planning Association
Melanie Leech, British Property Federation
Ian McDermott, Peabody
Melissa Mean, Director, WeCanMake
Jim Reed, People Powered Homes
Duncan Shrubsole, St Martin-in-the-Fields Charity
Gavin Smart, Chartered Institute of Housing
Danny Sriskandarajah, New Economics Foundation
Ben Twomey, Generation Rent
Bonnie Williams, Housing Justice

“ We urge you to consider establishing a 
Statutory National Housing Committee to 
create a mechanism to both inform 
government housing policy development and 
hold government to account … The Climate 
Change Committee provides a useful model of 
a non-political, statutory body that provides 
expert advice to government on its progress … 
Establishing a new National Housing Strategy 
Committee in law would hold future 
governments to account and ensure work 
continues to deliver the housing ambitions. ”   
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Homesforall.org.uk
Join the campaign: hannah.slater@nationwidefoundation.org.uk 

mailto:hannah.slater@nationwidefoundation.org.uk
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Thank you

kate.markey@nationwidefoundation.org.uk
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