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DEFINITIONS



SUPPLY

602,633 SENIORS HOUSING UNITS IN THE UK
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DELIVERY

AN AVERAGE OF 6,271 UNITS DELIVERED A YEAR OVER THE LAST DECADE
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GROWING PREVALENCE OF IRCS

RETIREMENT HOUSING IRCS
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DEMAND

OVER 65S IN THE UK ARE SET TO INCREASE FROM 12.9M TO 16.9M BY 2040
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GROWING ELDERLY POPULATION OF THE UK

POPULATION AGED 65-79 (LHS) POPULATION OVER 80 (LHS)

% OF POPULATION OVER 65 (RHS) % OF POPULATION OVER 80 (RHS)
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PROJECTING FUTURE SCENARIOS

ANALYSING THE FUTURE IMPLICATIONS OF NOT DELIVERING ENOUGH SENIORS HOUSING
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• Supply of elderly nursing and 

residential care homes remains 

constant

• Occupancy of elderly care homes 

remains constant

• The average number of over 65s per 

over 65s household in the UK is 1.5

• Seniors Housing stock in the UK is 

90% occupied

• The average number of over 65s living 

in each seniors housing units is 1.33

Make Sensible Assumptions Build a Model Plug in Different Delivery Rates

A. 6,300 Seniors Housing units

B. 20,000 Seniors Housing units

C. 50,000 Seniors Housing units

• Based on year-by-

year population 

projections from the 

ONS



FUTURE DEVELOPMENT SCENARIOS

50,000 SENIORS HOUSING UNITS IS OUR SUGGESTED DELIVERY TARGET

SCENARIO A

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD | HOUSING FOR AN AGEING POPULATION

SOURCE: EAC, ONS 7

SCENARIO B SCENARIO C



CHALLENGES
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SENIORS HOUSING CHALLENGES

WHY ARE WE NOT DELIVERING ENOUGH SENIORS HOUSING UNITS

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD | HOUSING FOR AN AGEING POPULATION 9

PLANNINGPOLICY SENTIMENT HOUSE BUILDERS



RECOMMENDATIONS 
THE BPF AND ITS MEMBERS HAVE OUTLINED FOUR KEY 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE TASK FORCE

FACILITATE INVESTMENTTRANSPARENCYPLANNING REFORMINDEPENDENT REPORT
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This report should not be relied upon as a basis for entering into transactions without seeking specific, qualified, professional 

advice. Whilst facts have been rigorously checked, Cushman & Wakefield can take no responsibility for any damage or loss 

suffered as a result of any inadvertent inaccuracy within this report. Information contained herein should not, in whole or part, be 

published, reproduced or referred to without prior approval. Any such reproduction should be credited to Cushman & Wakefield.
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