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TWO FRONT DOORS





were the corbaci’s. we have a linked unit here at 2 fronts. Its great for us. i can be right next to my parents, 

who are less able now and they can be right next to the kids. we have a shared room which we have set up as a 

snug, but it could be a bedroom, study or whatever it needs to be. our snug acts as a buffer between the two 

apartments and we retain our privacy when we need. we can open it right up for celebrations, when i need to 

help out mum and dad or when we want them to watch the kids for a few hours after school. my son also uses it 

to practice the cello in. mum will usually want to be there listening in!

LIVING TOGETHER AND APART



Larger 3/4 bed unit smaller 1/2 bed unit shared flexible room 
and terrace

FLEXIBILITY AND ADAPTABILITY OF THE LINKED UNIT



encourage interaction 
with community Broadway 
- shops, work, play, 
performance. 

allotments for all

sustainable energy

terraced balconies allow 
more light in

collonade provides covered 

access and zero emissions 

charging points & Bikes

all large units have 

potetntial to be linked 

with smaller units with a 

shared room and terrace

116 MIXED TENURE LINKED UNITS





i run the community 
centre. we manage 
our resident task 
force. we have 
plumbers, carpenters, 
you name it! we 
encourage social 
interaction through 
mentorship and 
intergenerational 
learning

im a carpenter. i have 
a live/work unit here, 
that’s it behind me. i 
also mentor a couple 
of youngsters and 
am part of the task 
force, doing a bit of 
maintenance a couple 
of days a week for 
people on the estate.

i work in the cafe 
down on our broadway. 
its the heart of our 
community, i know 
everyone here and they 
know me. im the person 
to go to if you want 
the gossip! i attend a 
couple of the evening 
classes organised by 
the community centre

we work in the 
community shop. we 
sell some of our own 
produce too!
i’m giving a skill 
share on pruning 
this afternoon at 
allotment 17 and 
daniel’s brass band is 
performing tomorrow

COMMUNITY TASK FORCE AND INTERGENERATIONAL LEARNING



THE PRIVATE, THE SHARED AND THE COMMON

architects studio

broadway coffee shop

yoga studio





Space Standards

A linked unit is formed of a smaller apartment, 
a larger apartment and a shareable space in-
between. Either apartment can also incorporate 
the sharebale space within its demise to form a 
larger dwelling.

The units have been dimensioned to achieve an 
optimum balance between their flexibility and 
adaptability potential and built-in contingency. 
In order to do so, units’ GIAs come as close as 
possible to the minimum GIA required by the 
NDSS in a maximum occupancy scenario. This 
maximum occupancy scenario has been identified 
as the situation in which the shareable space 
is incorporated into one of the apartments and 
functions as a double bedroom. 

The intergenerational living potential of the 
concept, however, is best achieved in a less intensive 
occupation scenario, when the extra room is used 
as a common area between two households.  In this 
scenario, in an intermediate floor unit (Type 2), a 1b 
would be linked to a 3b, each achieving the NDSS 
requirements at maximum occupation (2p and 6p), 
the extra space accounting for intergenerational 
exchange and flexibility in use, without a loss of 
privacy, a concept which sits at the core of the 
proposal. When needed though, space provisions 
do allow for one of the apartments to be enlarged 
to form either a 2b4p or a 4b7p, meeting the NDSS 
requirements for these categories with as little 
margin as possible in order to optimise costs.
 

Linked unit Type 2
/maximum occupation scenario: 

Linked unit Type 2
/shared room scenario: 

GIA
(m²)

storage 
(m²)

TFD linked unit Type 2:
A 58.58 2.9
B 97.82 3.5

sh 13.39 -
total 169.79 6.4

NDSS/AHP 2021-2026 min.:
1b 2p 50 1.5
3b 6p 95 2.5
total 145 4

GIA
(m²)

storage 
(m²)

TFD linked unit Type 2:
A 57.58 2.9

B + sh 111.21 3.5
total 169.79 6.4

NDSS/AHP 2021-2026 min.:
1b 2p 50 1.5
4b 7p 108 3
total 158 4.5

GIA
(m²)

storage 
(m²)

TFD linked unit Type 2:
A + sh 71.97 2.9

B 97.82 3.5
total 169.79 6.4

NDSS/AHP 2021-2026 min.
2b 4p 70 1.5
3b 6p 95 2.5
total 165 4

A  - smaller apartment

sh - shareable space

B  - larger apartment

A

A

A

sh

B

B

B



 AHP funding design requirements overview

Scalability and 
Accommodation Mix

The linked units are being staggered vertically to 
create tiered sharable terraces. This is not the only 
possible configuration but it was chosen for its 
placemaking potential and for the fact it allows for 
variation in the size of the units across the height 
of the building. The section of the building can 
thus be tweaked to match the dwelling sizes mix 
needed. 
One of the ways in which scalability can be 
achieved is through variations in the building 
height. While the generic concept suggests a linear 
repetition of a couple of mirrored building blocks 
to achieve high density, this strategy be adapted to 
the site and urban context.

NDSS/AHP equivalent 1b 1p 1b 2p 2b 3p 2b 4p 3b 4p 3b 5p 3b 6p 4b 7p 5b 8p
min GIA 39 50 61 70 74 86 95 108 121

Linked Unit Type 1
unit A A+sh B B+sh
GIA 58.58 71.97 108.1 121.5

Linked Unit Type 2
unit A A+sh B B+sh
GIA 58.58 71.97 97.82 111.2

Linked Unit Type 3
unit A A+sh B B+sh
GIA 51.25 64.85 73.5 87.10

Linked Unit Type 4
unit A A+sh B B+sh
GIA 39.2 51.08 70.05 81.65

Linked Unit Type 1 / lower floors:

A

A  - smaller unit

A

A

A

sh

sh

sh - shareable space

sh

sh

B

B  - larger unit

B

B

B

Possible linked unit type mixes 

/ block configurations:

Linked Unit Type 2  / mid-lower floors:

Linked Unit Type 4  / upper floorsLinked Unit Type 3  / mid-upper floors

Sustainability 
Standards and MMC
Sustainability principles of green sources of 
energy, natural lighting and ventilation, ample 
green space and careful water management have 
been at the core of the design concept so this has 
a great potential if further developed to meet 
the 6 sustainability standards set out in the GLA 
funding guidance.
Due to its modular design the proposal lends 
itself to a wide range of pre-manufacturing based 
Modern Methods of Construction (including those 
falling under Category 1 - 3d Primary Structural 
Systems) which applicants are encouraged to adopt 
through the GLA’s funding guidance.


