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• Over 40 staff with specialist knowledge 
• 25 years experience in designing housing for older people and other special needs groups
• Over 100 Extra Care projects
• Over 60 Residential Care & Nursing Homes
• 6 Retirement Villages

Specialist Housing Group at PRP 



Our Clients

Religious Orders & Private 
Charities:
•Orders of St John

•The Mercers Company

•RNIB

•Royal Masonic Benevolent Fund

•The Cinema and TV Benevolent Fund

•Merchant Taylors & Christopher Boones

•Pilgrim Homes

•Salvation Army

•Sisters of Providence, Rosminian Order

•Stoll (War Veterans)

•The Sheppard Trust

Local Authorities including:
•Bristol City Council

•London Boroughs: Barnet, Lewisham, 

Waltham Forest, Greenwich, Camden & RBKC

•West Berkshire Council

•Reading Borough Council

•Ashford Borough Council

•Essex County Council

Housing Associations including:
•Bedfordshire Pilgrims HA

•Catalyst Housing Association

•Saxon Weald Homes

•One Housing Group

•Hanover Housing Association

•Circle Anglia

•Notting Hill Housing Trust

•Joseph Rowntree Foundation

•Orbit Housing Group

Private Sector:
•Lifecare Residences

•URV

•Hamberley

•Berkeley Homes

•Signature Senior Lifestyle Ltd

•McCarthy & Stone

•Barratt Homes

•Beechcroft

•Audley



PRP SPECIALIST HOUSING

Typologies:-

•Independent Living

•Extra Care

•Retirement Villages

•Care Home

•Dementia Care

Specialist Housing – What we do

Integrated  Approach to Design:-

•Interior Design

•Landscape

•Planning 

•Environmental

• Day /Resource Centres

• Learning Disabilities

• Health Centres



Publications and Research

• Thorough understanding of client and end user needs

• Extensive knowledge of current legislation and relevant policy

• Experience of all types of procurement

• Authors of authoritative guidance documents



HAPPI – Housing our Ageing Population: Panel of Innovation

• PRP are recognised ‘thought leaders’ within 

this sector

• PRP was represented on the expert panel 

for the HAPPI report published in December 

2009 setting out recommendations for the 

future shape of our housing for older people

• PRP was consulted by the All Party 

Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Housing 

and Care for Older People: HAPPI2

• The HAPPI report called for a national effort 

to build new and better Quality homes for 

older people

• 10 key recommendations

• Plan for Implementation (HAPPI2)



HAPPI 
Recommendations

10 Recommendations for Design

1.Generous/ Flexible Space Standards

2.Natural light (incl. circulation spaces)

3.Avoidance of internal corridors 

and single aspect dwellings for light 
and ventilation

4.‘Care ready’ homes to accommodate 

emerging technologies

5.Circulation that avoids institutionalisation and 

encourages interaction

6.Lively multi-purpose social spaces that link 
with the community

7.Engagement with the street

8.Energy efficient ‘green’ buildings

9.Adequate storage inside and outside home

10.Homezone design of outside spaces with 

pedestrian priority



HAPPI Innovations – Award Winning Designs



Cheviot Gardens, West Norwood



Cheviot Gardens: Original 1970’s Sheltered Housing Scheme
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Cheviot Gardens: Original Sheltered Housing Scheme



Cheviot Gardens - The Brief
Notting Hill in partnership with the London Borough of Lambeth Housing 
Department (LBL) wished to transform Cheviot Gardens, West Norwood from 
a dated and unsuitable sheltered housing scheme into a ‘state of the art’
exemplary Extra Care Housing development.

Notting Hill’s Vision and Strategy for Redevelopment
Notting Hill set out to create; 
•A ‘Flag Ship’ HAPPI scheme for older people 
•Good quality independent homes, 
•Suitable communal provision 
•Adjustable levels of Care to create ‘Homes for Life’



Consultations



Proposal
86 apartments

69 x 1B and 17 x 2B 

Tenure mix
68 Extra Care rented apartments 

18 General Needs shared ownership apartments



Narrow 1B Flat @ 54m2 

Responding to the recommendations in the HAPPI report;

•Dual aspect apartments with gallery access

•Generous private amenity space 

•Generous storage

•Maximum natural light – large windows 

•Care-ready with aids and adaptations to allow ageing in place



Narrow 1B Flat @ 54m2 



Ground Floor



First/ 
Second Floor



Third Floor



Landscape Design



Communal Spaces



Elevations



Elevations



Main Entrance – engagement with the street



Planning CGI



Garden elevation



Planning CGI



Avoiding Internal Corridors



Circulation that encourages interaction



Attractive landscaped gardens



Contact with the garden



Natural surveillance and views of the wider community



Circulation as shared amenity space



Residents lounge within the garden



Lessons Learnt

What worked well
•New building fits well into its setting, exploiting the irregular 
shape and geometry of the site
•Positive feedback from residents
•Strong community cohesion already
•Deck access design is well liked by staff and residents
•Narrow apartments are well liked
•Mature trees provide an attractive backdrop to the garden

What didn’t work so well
•Underused communal facilities?
•Cafeteria not yet commissioned
•Shared ownership apartments not all sold yet
•Some overlooking across the shared ownership apartments
•Further opportunity for warm, attractive, domestic interior design



Hairdresser



Residents Lounge



Dining Room
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