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housing & health




The group explored what "innovative housing" was and came to the conclusion that innovative housing was not necessarily needed, but rather a range of housing solutions which meet a wide range of needs. The aim should be to achieve a marked and transformational change, even if existing housing models are used.

These will be solutions which are already available. It is choice and availability that is the key. HOLD schemes were also mentioned as a solution for some people. Also explored the over specification of some accommodation which is done from a hospital setting and needs may reduce once the patient is discharged. Over specification of accommodation does increase cost and creates problems when properties are void. Void insurance might be one innovation that could assist in developing schemes. The group did understand the need for keeping care and housing contracts separate. No appetite to allow them to merge into one.

The three actions were:

· TCP plans should include a menu of housing options (with explanations of each). This would assist consultation with individuals and their families, and also with meeting future needs.

· Reinforcing the importance of housing standards such as Lifetime Homes that make the existing housing stock easier and cheaper to adapt.

· Case studies - but not just shining beacons. Real ones where mistakes are recognised and lessons learnt. "The Good, the Bad and the Ugly".
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Assets: innovative housing models and capital funding








