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Housing Learning and Improvement Network Eastern Region
Housing Health and Adult Care Learning Set
The Housing Learning and Improvement Network is committed to fully engaging with the health and social care integration agenda and sharing knowledge, experience and expertise across all interested stakeholders.
In partnership with ADASS and EELGA the Housing  LIN seeks to make sure that the benefits of full involvement of housing are fully understood and that opportunities are developed to
· improve residents’ and communities’ health and wellbeing 
· coordinate innovative services
· maximise the use of scarce financial resources and property
It is accepted that the time available for busy colleagues to take part in any learning set is limited. However, given the scale of change and the amount of reading and policy review required to keep up with legislation and best practice any support that colleagues can give to each other must be helpful.
After a slow start we now have sufficient interest to progress the project. The original pilot project was to support DFG policy and practice in the new arena of the Better Care Fund. This will still be part of the brief but it is now proposed to extend the discussion threads across the wider health, housing and adult care agendas. 
Communication between colleagues will be done electronically. At this stage it is not anticipated that the group will meet separately from existing meetings including the ADASS Health Integration Network and the Eastern Region LIN meetings. This initial contact has been sent via email. However, I do want to trial the Eastern LIN discussion forum as an option. For this initial contact all interested colleagues have been BCCd. Assuming you wish to take part a group list will circulated with full contact details. If you could reply by Friday September 16th I would be grateful 
It is hoped to have a couple of live discussions per week. Hopefully members will feel able to ask for answers to key issues impacting on their role and their customers.
Meanwhile I am happy to start the ball rolling with a couple of events that may well be of interest. I can recommend the Foundation Roadshows below for those of you with a specific interest in DFGs and developing innovative practice.
http://www.foundations.uk.com/resources/home-adaptations/dfg-champions-roadshows 
It would also be great to see colleagues at the next Housing LIN meeting in Dunstable on November 8th. 
http://www.housinglin.org.uk/Events/ForthcomingEvents/HousingEventDetail/?eventID=873 
Look forward to hearing from you soon
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