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Extra care housing – why we want more in Lincolnshire
Lincolnshire County Council is investing £8m to incentivise private developers to create up to 600 extra-care properties across the county.

The plan is part of local and national drivers for more independence and choice for people with health and care needs, while also easing pressure on residential care.

Glen Garrod, director of Adult Social Services, says:

"We want to encourage people with additional health needs, or those heading for older age, to think about where they want to live before their needs develop further. If we can support more people to move into flexible accommodation that they can stay in as their needs change, they are less likely to have to move again. 
"The idea is that by offering more extra-care housing, people have the option to live in an environment that promotes their independence and wellbeing for longer. It bridges the gap between domiciliary and residential care."
So how will Lincolnshire County Council make this happen? Six hundred extra care housing units could cost up to £60m. Funding this outright would be impossible in a time of ongoing financial challenge for local government. But Lincolnshire's Adult Care service has a solution to invest saved capital funding from the sale of former care home buildings and other assets. It will offer a share of £8m to housing developers and providers. 

Glen explains how this will work:

"We're looking for companies that will design, build, maintain and run the properties ongoing. By offering companies a chance to bid for investment from us, it means we can influence the specification and location of the properties. It's really important in a largely rural county that we have a sensible spread of property across to meet the needs of a dispersed population."

The first stage of the bidding process is now currently open to providers. Lincolnshire County Council is looking for providers to come forward with bids to build at one or more of the 12 strategic locations across the county. A bidder's day will be held in early September to help interested developers refine their bids. Council property lawyers, care professionals and procurement experts will be on hand to answer questions. 

The council is hoping for contracts to be awarded in March 2017, with a view to having new property built and in use by 2019/20.

Providers can see the opportunity via Delta e-resourcing.
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