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Indivisible: Health, Care & Housing for Older People 
Alliance welcomes Health Select Committee call for single commissioning lead 
A high profile Alliance (1,2) of national organisations has warmly welcomed the call by the Commons Health Select Committee (6) to deliver ‘joined up’ housing, health and care for older people.

The group claims that millions (5) could be saved by connecting housing, health and care commissioning to enable more older people to live independently in a home of their own choosing – the aspiration of the majority of people.
“The right sort of housing is one of the key factors determining whether older people will be able to stay healthy and well, and consequently affects demands on the NHS and Social Services,” said Alliance Chair, Sue Adams (3). “Yet all too often housing is an afterthought. We are extremely pleased that the Health Select Committee has recommended coordinating policy, commissioning and spending across health, housing and care.”
The Alliance has long argued that whilst health and social care integration has been the ‘holy grail’, housing is of equal importance and needs to be acknowledged as one of the three pillars of enabling later life independence. 
“Smarter spending on housing is key to making the best use of resources,” commented Alliance member, Sarah Davis. “A wide range of  housing measures, from future-proofing the design of all homes, building specialist supported and retirement housing to better advice and information, home adaptations, small repairs schemes and practical support at home can all enable older people to live independently, improve their health and reduce care needs.”
ENDS


1. The Housing and Ageing Alliance is a broad group of national organisations which believe that homes, communities and housing related services should be planned and designed in ways that enable choice, control, inclusion and independence in later life. www.housinglin.org.uk/AboutHousingLIN/HAA/  
Notes ctd overleaf…………………….

2. Members include Anchor, Age UK, Care & Repair England, Chartered Institute of Housing, Counsel and Care, Elderly Accommodation Counsel, Foundations, Hanover, HBF Retirement Housing Group, Housing Learning and Improvement Network, ILCUK, McCarthy & Stone Retirement Lifestyles Ltd, National Housing Federation, Older People’s Action Groups and Forums. www.housinglin.org.uk/AboutHousingLIN/HAA/HAAMembership/  
3. Sue Adams OBE chairs the Housing and Ageing Alliance. She is the CEO of housing charity Care & Repair England and served on the recent Department of Health’s Expert Reference Group examining the future of Adult Social Care.
4. Sarah Davis is the Senior Policy and Practice Officer at the Chartered Institute of Housing leading on older people’s housing. 

5. The Housing and Ageing Alliance’s report ‘The Big Issue: Housing and Ageing’, set out 12 ideas for Smarter Spending on housing in an ageing society. available here  http://www.housinglin.org.uk/_library/Resources/Housing/HAA/Housing_and_Ageing_Alliance_Brochure_2010.pdf
6. The Commons Health Select Committee published its findings from its recent Inquiry into into Social Care (HC 1583, Fourteenth Report of Session 2010-12) on 8th February www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/news/12-02-02-socialcarereport/  
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