HOUSING AND DEMENTIA RESEARCH CONSORTIUM: INVITATION TO HOUSING PROVIDERS TO TAKE PART
At two recent housing and dementia seminars, it became apparent that there is a dearth of evidence to identify what works in terms of design, management and service configuration  in housing with care provision for people with dementia. 
Research was seen to be small scale and fragmented, and often to exclude a focus on people with dementia , possibly because researchers feel the ethical processes are too onerous. In addition, a lot of in-house research is not made available outside the commissioning organisation.
It was felt that if providers of housing with care were to join forces, it would be possible to:

· Shape the agenda of research taking place in housing with care schemes to ensure its  relevance and usefulness to housing providers and people with dementia

· Have greater weight when applying for research funding

· Be active partners in the research rather than passive recipients

· Achieve larger scale, multi-site, multi-provider research whose findings are therefore more likely to be generally applicable
· Share findings from in-house research within the constraints of commercial sensitivity

To this end, Anchor Trust, Hanover Housing Association, Housing 21, and MHA have agreed to become core members of a “Housing and Dementia Research Consortium”.  
“The aim of the consortium is to achieve timely, appropriate, high quality research focused on what works, in order to influence policy and practice in relation to care and housing of people with dementia in the UK”
The Housing LIN will be one mechanism by which the work of the consortium is shared with others.
 We are keen to work very closely with anyone interested in our agenda – academic research bodies, dementia development centres, voluntary, social and health care sectors, etc – but also need to ensure that we retain the focus and emphasis that brought us together.  We envisage two types of membership, “Associate” for providers of housing with care and commissioners, and “Partner” for other interested individuals and organisations. 
Our first two priorities are a literature review to include so-called “grey” literature (in-house or unpublished research) and research into the pros and cons of different models of housing with care for people with dementia (integrated, separate wing or specialist/dedicated provision), from the perspective of outcomes for people with dementia, design, cost-effectiveness, management and service provision.
If you are interested in joining the consortium, please let us know. The larger the membership, the more likely the consortium is to achieve its aims.
As a provider of housing with care, the benefits of joining will include giving your organisation a real say in a national provider network on housing and dementia, what needs to be researched, how your own and other organisations' models are working, and the ethics and practicalities of research with this group of people. It will also enable you to work more closely with other providers across the UK and to include your schemes in active research projects.  
It is anticipated that partner members will have a voice in shaping the research agenda, be able to link up with others who have matching needs, disseminate and learn from findings, and offer advice about research. 
The benefit to all stakeholders, and most importantly people with dementia,  will be relevant research which provides evidence to inform the development of effective, quality housing with care services.
For further information and to express interest, please e-mail HDRC@HousingDementiaResearch.co.uk
We look forward to hearing from you
Victoria Metcalf – Anchor Trust

Jon Head – Hanover Housing Association

David Williams – Housing 21

Steve Reynolds – MHA
